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BIBLE STUDY AND RELIGIOUS INTEREST. 



The chief justification of Bible study must always be the 
awakening, the development, and the education of personal reli- 
gion. All grammatical, literary, historical, critical, 

The Religious an( j arc haeological investigation finds its inspiration 
Worth of the ° ° r 

Bible Supreme nere > * or were '* not tor ^ ne religious value of the 
Scripture, it is hard to see why the work of special- 
ists in these subjects should interest any but small groups of cul- 
tured men and women. As it is, scholarly work in any depart- 
ment connected even most indirectly with the Bible is supported 
and welcomed almost exclusively because it is hoped that thereby 
we may be the better able to understand and appreciate the Word 
of God. And this is as it should be, for the Bible is primarily a 
religious literature, and its message most of all is a revelation of 
God as he has been seen in human life. To go to it for the 
development of one's own religious life is therefore but to take 
it at its own valuation and to insure the accomplishment of its 
real mission. 

Whenever a truly religious attitude of mind is possible the 

religious results of Bible study are assured. As one cannot study 

poetry properly in the spirit of the grammarian 

Bible Study (however valuable grammar may be as means of 
with the . \ 

/?£i/a/o£/sS/»//?/r inter P retatlon )> so one cann °t expect to study a 

religious writing to the best advantage except in a 

religious spirit. And if one has this spirit, it matters little 

through what scientific avenue he comes to the inspiring teachings 
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of the biblical books ; he will always find his religious nature 
growing. Therefore it is that the Christian scholar must always 
be the best interpreter of the biblical writers. 

To underestimate this fact is to underestimate a fundamental 

prerequisite of interpretation. The interpreter of the Bible must 

be religious to be a good interpreter. But we are 
Influence of , , .... , , 

Bible Study ess concerned now with this aspect of the matter. 

without the Because of this very power of the Bible to arouse 

Religious the religious nature, it is a mistake to demand that 

one shall be religious before he attempts to study 

it. To make such a demand is to curtail the Bible's influence, 

and to limit the success of the religious teacher. 

For the religious influence of the Bible is by no means lim- 
ited to those who come to it in sympathy with its teachings and 

purpose. The study of its contents not only 
. f £ develops, it awakens, religious interest. A class of 

college students, for instance, may be taught to 
study the Bible as literature or history, yet the very contact 
with such subjects arouses, sometimes unexpectedly, genuine 
religious life. Interest in its literary character, in its socio- 
logical materials, in its history and archaeology, carries one 
inevitably to an interest in its God and its teachings as to duty. 
The attitude of mind that holds the Old Testament as little else 
than a collection of mere folk-stories is not conducive to inspi- 
ration. Yet, even if one come to the Bible in this unsympathetic 
spirit and attempt only to discover the purpose of the author 
and then to interpret accurately his thought, he will hardly fail 
to feel spring up within him a new religious earnestness. He 
will feel the prophetic influence in the legislation ; the severe 
morality in the prophets ; the heartfelt repentance and trust 
of the psalmist ; the sane religious estimates of the wise men ; 
the vivid and quickening love of the gospels. For such 
a student, however much he may feel the need of retrans- 
lating ancient religious thought thus gained into modern terms 
and forms, grammar and history and criticism are means of 
grace. 
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The Bible has the same influence upon those who are 
religiously indifferent rather from the pressure of business 
than from the critical habits of the student. Per- 
haps no class of men responds more quickly to 
proper methods of study and teaching than that 
whose interests center in men rather than in books. Once make 
men see, as any good teacher easily can make them see, that 
the revelation given by the Bible is not through philosophy, but 
through men, and they are at once on familiar ground. The- 
ology they leave to the clergy, but men they can understand. 
So-called secular biography and history have always been recog- 
nized as the best sort of pedagogical material ; and biblical 
biography and history are no less efficient. But they do more 
than merely educate. As they make men acquainted with their 
predecessors in government and economics, and sin and repent- 
ance, they arouse their moral selves and lift them into sympathy 
with the religious purpose by which patriarch and prophet, Jesus 
and the apostles were dominated. For adult Bible classes no 
stronger evangelistic agency than this exists. 

The Sunday school finds here a peculiar opportunity. It is, 
indeed, its very function to arouse, develop, and make intelligent 
the religious life of young and old by the study of 
School Pupils t ' ie Bible, but to ° often it fails to appreciate this. 
The prevailing temptation for its teachers, as well as 
for the preacher, is exhortation. Instead of bringing to his pupils 
the real thought of the biblical writer, the teacher uses the vari- 
ous verses or words of the lesson as so many suggestions for 
" applications." It is inevitable that too little of scriptural 
truth is sown. Teachers are often too eager to reap to care to 
sow. And yet we venture to say — though statistics are hard to 
obtain — that the great majority of those persons who will become 
active members of the Christian churches will come from the 
Sunday school, and the ground upon which to base the appeal 
that will lead to their taking any decisive step will be the Bible 
itself. Appeal there must be ; searching questioning of the 
pupil's heart ; every legitimate pressure brought to bear upon 
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the wills of the young; but back of it all there must be the ele- 
ment of religious teaching to be gained only from the Bible. 
Will anecdotes, or entertaining exercises, or organizations, or 
"hustle" take the place of this? Once bring the pupils to 
study the Bible itself — not what men have said about the Bible, 
even in the lesson-helps — and it is certain that they will respond 
to spiritual impulses. At least, this is what is true in cases 
reported to us. In one church, for instance, out of sixty-six new 
additions, forty-four were the immediate result of a new Bible- 
study club. 

And here, then, is the opportunity for the pastor. The growth 
of the church is not commensurate with the efforts and the reli- 
gious possibilities either of technical biblical study 
HE or of the Sunday school. There is a prodigious waste 

PPCiRTUNITY 

for the Pastcr °^ ener gy somewhere. On the one hand, there is a 
religious literature unparalleled in extent and value, 
and, on the other, a magnificent army of Sunday-school teachers 
and pupils ; and yet theological seminaries are growing smaller, 
churches are being merged, the number of converts is not mark- 
edly increasing, if, indeed, it is fairly holding its own. Where 
does the remedy lie ? In many reforms, in the need of more 
earnest prayer, in the more honest application of the principles 
of our faith to social conditions ; but as much as anything in 
the use of the Bible itself for religious awakening. If God 
spoke to its writers, he will speak to us through them. Only 
they, and not some rationalist or sentimentalist, must be allowed 
to bear the message. Bring the Bible itself home to those who 
are not yet interested in the kingdom of God, and it will make 
them interested. The Bible is the best evangelist, and the 
formation of a class for genuine Bible study the best sort of 
revival. 



